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For centre left politics in Devon 

No, No, No 
The Justice secretary, Robert Buckland has recently 
told MPs that the backlog in Court cases has grown to 
41,000. Only a few Crown Courts have been working 
due to the Lockdown. Judges have suggested sitting 
alone without a Jury, on non-contentious cases. 
However, there should be no circumstances that a 
Crown Court Trial without a jury should be allowed. It 
goes against everything we hold dear in our judicial 
system, and in our English Law. 
 
Trial by jury was first enshrined in law in what has 
been seen as the world's first proclamation of human 
rights - the Magna Carta. Clauses 39 & 40.  
The document, decreed in 1215 by King John after a 
rebellion by his barons. It states:- 
 “No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or 
stripped of his rights or possessions, or outlawed or 
exiled, nor will we proceed with force against him . 
except by the lawful judgement of his equals or by the 
law of the land. " 
 
Since 2010 more than half of all magistrates’ courts in 
England and Wales have stopped hearing cases, 
forcing defendants, witnesses, police, lawyers and 
justices of the peace to travel more than 50 miles in 
some cases to access ‘local’ justice. This goes against 
every decent principal of Justice in a country which 
created a justice system hundreds of years ago.  
 
A further 133 tribunal, crown, county and family 
courts have also closed over the same period,  figures 
show, amid warnings of a mounting justice “crisis”. 
 
Many courts sit idle because of cost-saving measures 
which have reduced the number of recorders and 
deputy district judges which are part-time roles. It is a 
complete and utter farce – if it wasn’t for the savage 
cuts in the Justice Department there would not be as 
many cases waiting to be heard.  

 

Amazon floods of Profit  

It used to be said that armament manufacturers 
were having a good war. Now it’s Amazon having a 
good pandemic. 
Online retail is having a boom time as people are 
forced to stay at home during the coronavirus 
pandemic. Since the beginning of 2020, Amazon 
has seen its stock prices increase by 20%. Critically, 
as Amazon’s grows, how much of that will find its 
way into HMRC through tax receipts?  
Across the UK thousands of traditional high-street 
shops are closed or boarded up, leading to millions 
using e-commerce to meet their retail needs. 
 
Amazon has employed thousands of workers in its 
‘fulfilment centres’ across the country, usually 
non-union workplaces. All this will add to carbon 
footprint as vans scurry all over the place to reach 
their customers. Meanwhile, in the High Street 
thousands of loyal staff are losing their jobs. 

 
The key issue is Tax avoidance – which is different 
from tax evasion, a criminal offense – operates in 
many ways, from lobbying Whitehall to create new 
tax exemptions, to hiring ‘cunning’ tax 
accountants and declaring profits via offshore 
operations, to transferring funds via tax havens. 
Now is a chance for Tory Chancellor Sunak to show 
his colours as a chancellor of the people. To sort 
out what seems like 1001 tax loopholes and to 
give a final verbal warning to the City of London + 
Isle of Dogs, just down the road / river, to act 
responsibly, with transparency and decency. 
Even The Times Newspaper published an editorial  
calling out attempts by Big Tech to avoid paying a 
digital services tax that will cut down on so-called 
“profit sharing” abroad. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.chargedretail.co.uk/2019/04/16/amazon-workers-at-4-german-fulfillment-centres-strike-over-pay/&psig=AOvVaw14B-YP1nsCcrJDGlP7BYTB&ust=1591974480437000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODWlsCF-ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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In the last accounting period, Amazon paid a measly 
£220m tax on British revenue of £10.9bn, and they 
get away with it. Of course you don’t have to shop 
there and help the boss get richer and the tax take 
get worse.   
 
Peterloo Massacre 
The winds of change blew across Britain when 
people saw the results of the bloody French 
Revolution, 1798-1799 arguably a watershed event 
in modern European history. In England the 
infamous   Peterloo Massacre took place at St 
Peter's Field, Manchester, Lancashire, England on 
Monday 16 August 1819. A crowd of Manchester 
working people, between 60,000 and 100,000 
people gathered, in almost festive mood. Here, the 
Manchester Yeomanry and the 15th King’s Hussars 
proceeded to charge into the crowd, cutting down 
defenseless participants, who had gathered to 
demand the reform of parliamentary 
representation. Injured: 400–700 and 18 citizens 
murdered by the state, fortunately it was critically 
reported by the Times Newspaper.  

 
St Peter’s Field – Brutal massacre of the innocent 

It is tragic that it took so long to get the reform 
requested years before. Peterloo helped in the 
establishment of the Labour Movement, the Trade 
Unions, the Co-operative Societies and new popular 
political parties. 
In 1819, the national media worked in the pockets of 
the government and led to the founding of the 
Manchester Guardian to report the truth.  
 
Footnote 
Henry Hunt, the famous radical speaker who was to 
chair the St Peter’s field meeting, warned that ‘OUR 
ENEMIES will seek every opportunity… to excite a 
RIOT, that they may have a pretence for SPILLING 
OUR BLOOD’ and insisted that, despite this, those 
attending should arrive unarmed and do their utmost 
to maintain the public peace. 

The Gerrymandering   
Under plans drawn up when Cameron was PM   in 
2016, parliamentary constituencies will be 
reduced in number, from 650 down to 600, while 
most seats will change in size and character, for 
the first time in at least a decade. 
 
The shake-up was worked out by the independent 
Boundary Commissions of England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
Many MPs were against the changes on principle, 
believing they were already over-stretched and 
that this would further increase their workload, 
making it harder to represent their larger group of 
constituents, and hold ministers to account. Plus 
there is also an increase on many Electoral 
Registers which compounds the issue. 

 
 
Labour accused the Conservatives of seeking to 
gerrymander the boundaries to their own political 
advantage, which this reduction in MP’s would 
have done. 
 
At the official cut-off point of 1 December 2015, 
there were 44,562,440 people eligible to vote in 
the UK. That figure is now at least 2.5 million 
higher after the rush to register to take part in the 
historic EU vote. Accordingly, you could argue for 
more MP’s not less. The calibre and competence 
of some MP’s is for another debate.  
The government has done a U-turn - again, and 
trashed the idea of reducing the number of MP’s. 
In part because some Tory MP’s seats would have 
disappeared.   
 
The next phase is ‘gutter politics’, as the 
government is now attempting to strip parliament 
of its role in approving the implementation of 
redrawing of parliamentary boundaries. In March 
the Cabinet Office confirmed the proposed 
changes will become law without being scrutinised 
by the Commons and Lords. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p003k9l7
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/17559339.opinion-poll-paints-a-dismal-picture-for-labour-in-wales/&psig=AOvVaw1jOxQU8oAu5WDVq1f8e8Tu&ust=1592610961834000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDs2a7IjOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
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Cat Smith, shadow Cabinet office Minister stated: 
“The Government’s decision to end parliamentary 
over sight by denying MPs the chance to vote on the 
boundary review process is yet another attempt to 
diminish scrutiny and concentrate power in the hands 
of the executive”. 
 
The Electoral Reform Society’s chief executive, Katie 
Ghose, warned back in 2016 that the way the 
boundary commission worked – redistributing 
registered voters to be of equal size– threatens to 
“skew our democracy” because it doesn’t take areas 
with low registration into account. 
 
Another example of the ‘fact’, power tends to 
corrupt; absolute power corrupts absolutely. As Lord 
Acton observed (late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries Historian), a person's sense of morality 
lessens as his or her power increases.  
 
The Genius of Jenner 

Edward Jenner was born in the town of Berkeley, 
Gloucestershire on 17 May 1749, the son of the 
local vicar. At 14, he was apprenticed to a local 
surgeon and then trained in London. In 1772, he 
returned to Berkeley and spent most the rest of 
his career as a doctor in his home town. 

 
Jenner claim to fame was finding a way to protect 
individuals from Smallpox, which was probably the 
single most lethal disease in eighteenth-century 
Britain. 
In 1796, he carried out his now famous and risky 
experiment on eight-year-old James Phipps. Jenner 
inserted pus taken from a cowpox pustule and 
inserted it into an incision on the boy's arm.  
He was testing his theory taken from countryside 

folklore that milkmaids who suffered the mild 
disease of cowpox never actually contracted 
smallpox, one of the greatest killers of the 
period, especially among children. Dr Jenner 
called the deadly condition the "speckled 
monster". Jenner subsequently proved that 
having been inoculated with cowpox Phipps 
was immune to smallpox. He submitted a paper 
to the Royal Society in 1797 describing his 
experiment, but was told that his ideas were 
too revolutionary and that he needed more 
proof.  
Undaunted and determined, Jenner 
experimented on several other children, 
including his own 11-month-old son. In 1798, 
the results were finally published and Jenner 
coined the word vaccine from the Latin 'vacca' 
for cow. Jenner was widely ridiculed and 
criticised, especially by the clergy, claimed it 
was repulsive and ungodly to inoculate 
someone with material from a diseased animal. 
Nonetheless, the obvious advantages of 
vaccination and the protection it provided won 
out, and vaccinations soon became widespread. 
Jenner became famous and now spent much of 
his time researching and advising on 
developments in his vaccine. This was a giant 
leap in protecting people against deadly 
viruses. Jenner carried out research in other 
areas of medicine and was also keen on fossil 
collecting. He died on the 26 January 1823. We 
need another genius; we need a vaccination for 
Covid19. 
 

Boris meddles in F. O. Ministry 
For more than 20 years the Department for 
International Development under a number of 
Secretaries  of State, has  done  some  outstanding 
work. One of the stars was Labour’s Clare Short, 
Member of Parliament for Birmingham Ladywood, 
credited still for DFID’s continued focus on 
international collaboration in poverty reduction.  
 
It could be argued that she also laid the 
groundwork for the U.K.’s leadership in the global 
‘Make Poverty History campaign’, and for the 
decision under subsequent leadership to meet the 
United Nations’ recommendation of spending 
0.7% on Gross National Income on aid. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Jenner&psig=AOvVaw0Rxn9d0_xJmlRl9WjOuJ6n&ust=1591975140814000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiKntmH-ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Hillary Benn Labour MP for Leeds Central, focused on 
the international stage and a more collaborative 
model for development, namely through DFID’s 
leadership in the Paris Declaration, the first truly 
international effort to set standards for development 
effectiveness. 
 
One of the central successes was to shift public 
opinion in providing effective aid to address 
worldwide need. 
 
The PM’s  recent announcement that the Department 
for International Development (DfID) will be merged 
with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) has 
been met with widespread anger and disappointment 
among UK aid organisations, as well as previous PM’s; 
Tony Blair, Gordon Brown and David Cameron.  
 
Unicef, Save the Children and Christian Aid are among 
organisations warning that the move will harm those 
most in need and reduce UK’s influence overseas. 
 
Stephanie Draper, the CEO of Bond, a UK network for 
international development NGOs, said that, “during 
the coronavirus pandemic, this couldn’t have come at 
a worse time. We are facing the biggest global 
pandemic in our lifetime, and we need a globally 
respected, independent Department for International 
Development that has the relevant expertise to ensure 
Covid-19 is tackled worldwide, as well as a secretary 
of state for international development able to 
champion the needs of the world’s poorest people in 
our global response”. 
 
It comes as a senior Tory said Mr Johnson took the 
decision to scrap DfID without consulting the rest of 
the cabinet. It looks that rather than fighting poverty 
around the world and working with Unicef money will 
be diverted for global politics and trade and 
conceivably for the cost of the new paint job on his 
Airbus A330 - Voyager.  
 
When Matt Hancock, the health secretary, was asked 
if the merger had been discussed by the prime 
minister’s top team, said: “Erm, no it wasn’t. 
 
It would be good that we have a Cabinet working 
together, as a team, for the good of the Country, but 
that won’t happen with Me, Me, Me, Johnson. 

U is for U-turn  

 
Clearly, U is probably the PMs favorite letter on 
the Scrabble Board. It could start the words: 
Unclear, unplanned, uncosted, underhand, 
unvigorous, unemployment, untrustworthy, 
unenlightened, untruthful and U-turn. 
 
There has been a rather large number of 
Government U-Turns recently:- 
Free School Meals in summer holidays. 
Government challenged by Lib-dems & Labour, 
weeks ago. It was Marcus Rashford 
(Manchester United & England Footballer) 
became the hero of the hour, which led to the 
Government's school dinners U-turn. 
 
The NHS coronavirus contact-tracing app, 
months in development, is to be abandoned 
and replaced by a Google & Apple system. In 
May, the Prime Minister promised a “world-
beating” test, track and trace solution but ends 
up with a fiasco. 
The Government has axed its immigration 
surcharge for NHS staff in a U-turn from its 
stance. This means that NHS and care workers 
from overseas will be exempt from paying a 
surcharge to use the health service, and comes 
after mounting pressure from MPs and medical 
professionals. As at 20th June still not sorted. 
 
Government wanted only 600 MPs, now a U-
turn to remain with 650, what appears to be 
some dodgy realignment of constituencies in 
the pipe line. 
Probation services in England will be fully 
retuned to Public Ownership and Control, 
marking the end of the experiment created by 
the ‘failing’ Chris Grayling. Another U-turn. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.stickpng.com/img/games/scrabble/scrabble-tile-u&psig=AOvVaw127vNTs5jLYDmxBK5NLM2t&ust=1592692673670000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJiOguL4juoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Devon New Towns - Three Visions  

Three completely different concepts for new Devon 
Towns: Cranbrook, Sherford, and Culm are being, or 
planned to be, developed in Devon. 
 

Culm Garden Village is one of only 14 areas 

awarded Garden Village Status by the Government in 
January 2017. Located to the east of Cullompton, the 
Garden Village has the potential to deliver up to 
5,000 sustainable new homes in a country park 
landscape, with employment workplaces and 
community facilities – which, ‘in theory’ sounds great. 
The concept developed by the founder of the Garden 
Cities Association in 1899 Ebenezer Howard, was to 
create a stand-alone community where the needs of 
each citizen were met.  
 
Garden villages built today should apply the same 
principles, but in a 21st century context, to create 
vibrant, diverse and affordable communities. Without 
providing the right employment, community facilities 
and range of housing, new garden villages risk 
becoming dormitory commuter suburbs. 
 
A modern take on traditional Garden City principles, 
developed in the early 20th Century, like Welwyn 
Garden City and Letchworth,   Culm is proposed to be 
a healthy and sociable new settlement set within a 
natural environment and offering high-quality 
affordable housing and locally accessible jobs.  It has 
the potential to be an ambitious modern new 
community that is right for Mid Devon. Reality will 
often take another turn, as a lot depends on design, 
layout and density, as is evident in Cranbrook. 
 

Cranbrook, east of Exeter, was seen as a prototype 

for a new Eco-town that former Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown wanted to see built. The pressing 
need was for the highest possible standards of 
sustainability and renewable energy usage on the 
green-field development. 
In 2007, according to Richard McCarthy, Director 
General at the Department for Communities and 
Local Government, said, “We must not overlook the 
need for good design of both homes and 
communities, highest environmental standards and 
lifestyles, and an innovative approach to transport 
provision”. Planners  and  architects  would  argue  
that Cranbrook is limited to a small number of  house 

styles from a few national house builders.  
Residents have found that Persimmon Homes 
have significant quality issues. In one press report 
the company is cited as building ‘shoddy homes’, 
but paying £75m bonus to the previous MD. 
From the very beginning back in 2011, a Town 
Centre was considered a priority since the original 
outline planning permission for the first 2,900 
homes was granted. 2020 – No Town Centre. 
 
The problem is that Cranbrook is a “Developer led” 
new town, where the needs of the developers are 
the main principal criteria. This concept is flawed, 
as good things rarely happen without effective 
planning and there is no agreed Master Plan for 
the entire new community. A critical need is for a 
coherent plan, not a series of housing estates 
bolted together with limited infrastructure, 
especially in retail, sports, social and cultural. It is 
not happening because it has not been led by 
professional Town Planners.  
It is evident that the dream has not always met 
reality, but there is some hope. There is a sense of 
Community Developing and the results of the 
Public Enquiry to be concluded, should help.  
 

Sherford, has a different feel and so far is an 

award-winning new town to the east of Plymouth. 
Quite unlike any other development; Sherford’s 
desire is to become one of the region’s most 
vibrant and thriving new community. When 
complete, Sherford will have 5,500 homes built for 
a population of 12,000 in three distinct 
neighbourhoods, four schools, community 
facilities, shops, businesses, abundant green 
space, a 500-acre community park and so much 
more. That’s the theory, but not necessarily the 
reality. 
One major problem is the Sherford straddles two 
local authority areas – Plymouth City Council and 
South Hams District Council. According to, Andrew 
Lainton of the Plymouth Herald, (August 7 2017) 
Sherford – Developers blackmail Councils over 
Design Code with threats to Drip Feed 
Development. 
The Consortium created has endeavoured to 
revise  a design code for the  scheme, arguing that 
the move will allow it to 'progress at a faster rate, 
without losing any of the design quality'. 
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Ben Bolgar, a director of the Prince’s Foundation for 
Building Community, has warned. “Sherford new 
town, east of Plymouth, is likely to end up as just 
another housing estate”, South Hams District Council 
planning committee voted to allow the developers 
more flexibility. The committee agreed to replace a 
strict set of rules known as the “town code” with less 
rigid guiding principles. The town code covers 
architectural style, building materials, where people 
park and how streets are laid out. 
Alan Cooper, vice-chairman of Newton and Noss PC,  
who attended the planning meeting, told the Herald, 
“he was worried by the council apparently caving in to 
developers’ demands. “This was a disgraceful decision 
by the planning committee,”  
 
One of Prince Charles’s charities, the Prince’s 
Foundation for Building Community, was the original 
master planner for Sherford. The site was later 
bought by a consortium of three volume builders – 
Bovis Homes, Linden Homes and Taylor Wimpey. 
Mr Bolgar said the builders had threatened to slow 
construction, which would have torpedoed the 
council’s housing targets. “The biggest builders have 
such a monopoly over the market that they just claim 
they can’t build quickly enough, and the local 
planning authority rolls over.” 
He went on to say, “When they bought the land all of 
these conditions were factored into the price. “This is 
just the beginning. There is nothing to stop further 
dilution at every stage” 
 
It a classic case of developers lowering standards as 
they start their developments. Tory District Council 
cave into to the builders. The shape, quality design, 
building standards and feel of the new town 
envisaged, is in jeopardy.  
This is the case in Cranbrook, it’s happening at 
Sherford and all over the country; one would hope it 
does not happen in Culm. Mid Devon District council, 
you are on notice. It would be interesting to know the 
property companies and their donations to the 
Conservative Party.  
It has been reported, that perhaps there should be a 
warning sign at the entrance to these estates, :-  
 
WE PUT PROFITS BEFORE PEOPLE. WE PUT CASH 
BEFORE COMMUNIITIES. 

 

Paperback writer 
An epic in non-fiction, describing how the Stock 
Market Crash of 1929 plunged the world into 
Depression. A complete history of the ‘Great 
Depression’, superbly researched and written by 
Selwyn Parker.  
A New Zealander, an author and journalist, Selwyn 
Parker has written for a number of international 
publications including; Time magazine and 
Newsweek. 

 
 
First published in 2008 and is still in-print. 

This book takes in the story of the financial 
cataclysm that started with the Wall Street stock 
market crash of 1929, which set in motion a series 
of economic, political and social events that 
affected millions of people in America, Britain, 
Europe and Australia. The angle taken on this 
brilliant piece of writing uses personal testimonies, 
illustrating the devastating impact on ordinary 
people across the world, affecting every aspect of 
life, social, financial, cultural and political. The 
depression destroyed the wealth of thousands and 
the meagre savings of millions because they put 
their faith in the rising, ‘bull market’ stock 
exchange. Significantly, it examines the political 
disaster of cutting government spending, and 
consequent political solutions, and states that 
without the Great Depression, there would have 
been no Roosevelts ‘New Deal’ and no Keynesian 
revolution in economics.  
 
It is Keynes that would inject money into the 
economy in the light of the impact of the Covid 19 
pandemic, and this is what has been done, but we 
may need another injection of funds in the 
autumn, apart from the ‘quantitative easing’ on 
the 18th June 2020. The unemployment figures are 
knocking on the 3 million mark. We shall see what 
this disorganised Government gets up to. Another 
New Deal or just vague promises. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4907015-the-great-crash&psig=AOvVaw0pAuyb1MpIcvxxN_m6GqaC&ust=1592519083776000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjM05DyieoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Where is Democracy  
The Ancient Greeks 
In 507 B.C., the Athenian leader Cleisthenes 
introduced a system of political reforms that he 
called demokratia, or “rule by the people” (from 
demos, “the people,” and kratos, or “power”). It 
was the first known democracy in the world. This 
system was comprised of three separate 
institutions: the ekklesia, a sovereign governing 
body that wrote laws and dictated foreign policy; 
the boule, a council of representatives from the 
ten Athenian tribes and the dikasteria, the popular 
courts in which citizens argued cases before a 
group of randomly selected jurors. 

The system devised by Cleisthenes, “The Father of 
Democracy,” was one of ancient Greece’s most 
enduring contributions to the modern world. The 
Greek system of direct democracy would pave the 
way for representative democracies across the 
globe. 
 
Medieval Democracy  
At the start of the Middle Ages, England was ruled by 
a king. The institution which came to be called 
Parliament was just beginning. In 1295 the Model 
Parliament was summoned by Edward I and met at 
Westminster on 13 November. It is generally 
regarded as the first representative assembly - 2 
Knights from each county, 2 Burgesses from each 
borough, 2 citizens from each city were all elected 
rather than nominated. It’s said that this was his 
greatest legacy. 
In 1341 the Commons (Commoners, which included: 
knights, burgesses and citizens) deliberated 
separately and were apart from the King and his 
nobles. (Lords, barons and bishops). 
The House of Stuart. In the 17th century, war broke 
out between King James II of England and Parliament, 
ending in the Glorious Revolution of 1688. This 
established a constitutional monarchy, which is a 
'king-controlled-by-parliament' but the reality was 
that middle and working classes had very little say in 
politics and still did not have the vote. The King and 
the upper echelons of society remained in control. 

Modern Democracy 
The 19th century saw the political world begin to 
change. Some working people resented new 
machines replacing their labour and in 1811-12 
there was a widespread outbreak of machine 
breaking by hundreds of workers known as 
Luddites. 
In 1819 the peaceful mass meeting in St. Peter’s 
Fields, Manchester, turned violent when militia 
drew their swords. (Ref. Article on Peterloo).  
It has been argued by Historians that if reforms in 
the electoral system had not materialised there 
would have been a revolution. 
By 1832 a reform of Parliament began and a 
number of acts of Parliament were passed giving 
the vote to a further 400,000 people. However, 
this was mostly just the middle classes and male. 
The property owning democracy. 
Britain did not become a real democracy until the    
Representation of the People Act 1918 
enfranchised all males over the age of 21 and 
women over the age of 30 giving the right to vote 
in parliamentary elections, and the Equal 
Franchise Act of 1928 gave men and women equal 
voting rights for the first time. 
 
The Representation of the People Act 1969 
lowered the voting age from 21 to 18, with effect 
from 1970. Another small tweak for democracy. 
 
Democracy is very slowly evolving to the problems 
of the time. Currently, United Kingdom citizens live 
in a democracy, with laws made by a Parliament 
that the people have elected. However is the first 
past the post system democratic? 
 

 
First past the post wins – ‘The winner takes it all’ 

 
The First Past the Post system in itself seems 
straight forward and logical. In each constituency, 
the candidate with the most votes wins, and other 
votes are disregarded. It’s quick to process and 
gives voters a clear way to indicate who they want 
to govern.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://eidolon.pub/democracy-when-c42cc2494faa&psig=AOvVaw2aqq19Z6Lz6L9RX5pUlcep&ust=1593263109287000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCT8-_Fn-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.theguardian.com/sport/blog/2015/mar/26/live-racing-thursday-26-march-2015&psig=AOvVaw3Q2iD2a8Rp0Us-aIaYFKD_&ust=1593259058449000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKjr4-22n-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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However, the system also has a number of 
disadvantages: 
 

•Lots of votes are wasted 
•MPs can win without a majority of voters backing 
them 
•Small parties with votes spread across several 
constituencies are very unlikely to win any individual 
seats. (Green Party in Brighton is an exception) 
•Voters sometimes resort to tactical voting to oppose 
their least favourite candidate. (Tactical voting in East 
Devon was evident to oust the new Tory SPAD). 
 
Alternative Voting 
The voting system seen as being the most popular 
solution is the Alternative Vote (AV) system. Voters 
rank candidates in order of preference – 1 for first 
choice, 2 for second, and so on, leaving out those 
they don’t wish to express any preference for. 
Candidates win if they gain a majority – over 50 
percent – of first choice votes. If nobody gets this, the 
candidate with the least first choice votes is 
eliminated. The second choices from these ballot 
papers are then taken into account. The process 
continues until a candidate has half of the votes. It 
reduces wasted votes, because those who cast losing 
votes can still contribute to the outcome. There is a 
view that AV could have changed the result in 2017 
drastically. If voters for opposition parties, like the 
Greens and Lib Dems, had put Labour as their second 
choice, we might well have been looking at a very 
different Labour Government on 9th June 2017. 
 
Proportional representation 
This alternative is popular in Europe and is the basis 
of the system in the UK for European Election, which 
is based on a Regional Constituency. The more votes 
for a given party, the more representatives are 
elected, based on total votes cast for a given Party. 

 
However small parties with their votes spread across 
the country are ‘let down’ by these other systems. 
The biggest issue for these systems, however, is 
deciding how many seats are allocated to parties 
following the vote. How do you give a party 26.7% of 
the seats if this is their share of the vote? 

Ultra Marginals 
There are the ultra-Marginals: places where the 
majority is under 2% - about 1,000 votes.  
 
In 2017 there were 51 of these seats - 
considerably more than in previous elections. In 
fact there were eight seats with a majority under 
50. 
 
It could be convincingly argued that that 50,000 
individual voters could change the outcome of the 
2017 election. Democracy is linked to where you 
live. 
 
All the ultra marginals were hotly contested in 
2019. The Conservatives be hoping to win back 
some of the seats they lost, Labour to take back 
seats where it got within a whisker, and Lib Dems 
hoped to win seats they've previously held. 
Did not quite work out as planned. 
 
Conclusion 
It is argued that power rests within a few 
parliamentary seats – the Marginals. It rests 
sometimes with a few constituents. In these seats, 
as Agents will argue – every vote matters. 
Democracy exists for the few, but the more people 
that vote, the more powerful is our democratic 
institution of Parliament.  

 
No 10 - Who is in charge? 

Dominic Cummings is facing a possible 
parliamentary inquiry following claims No 10 is 
exerting excessive control over ministers’ special 
advisers, according to Guardian sources. 
The FDA union, formerly, The Association of First 
Division Civil Servants, which represents more 
than a dozen “spads”, has asked the public 
administration and constitutional affairs 
committee to investigate why the PMs ‘chief of 
staff’ has been given extra powers. It is all part of 
Boris Johnson centralising power in No 10 and is 
impeding the roles of cabinet ministers and 
parliament. This is no way to maintain trust in 
working relations – this is Boris losing control. At 
the same time there are significant issues 
regarding ‘matters of opinion’ with Top Civil 
Servants at No 10, and the PM + Cummings. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.ips-journal.eu/regions/europe/article/show/the-new-european-parliament-3502/&psig=AOvVaw0RgNrUcdlQIHs0nba9mXrX&ust=1593291439628000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKi7xbWvoOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Editorial 
Statues – A place in History 
In a north London suburb, four and a half miles north 
of the Houses of Parliament, lies the monumental 
grave of Karl Marx. Regardless of what anyone thinks 
about Marx’s philosophy he was a fundamental 
player in Global and Social politics. There is a duty of 
care for this generation to protect these monuments, 
but learn from our history. 
There is now a robust debate on the future of statues 
and their place in our history. Perhaps one of the 
more compelling arguments is the one linked to 
‘Balance Sheet’ of one’s life achievements. An 
evaluation between that which is good and that 
which is bad, then there could be a case to answer. 
Clearly, in our times, there are some individuals who 
would not have been immortalised in stone, in 
today’s views – the interpretation of history is fluid. 
Some of the views are to place statues inside 
museums, graffiti left in place. However, there is 
another strong argument that suggests an addition 
plaque to inform other elements attached to the life 
of the individual mounted high on a plinth. Statues 
are an important part of the urban townscape and an 
important part of History.  
A museum does not have to be in the confines of a 
building, which has restricted opening times, but can 
be scattered on corners of streets, civic squares and 
shopping malls. The latest definition (2019) by the 
Museum Association states; “Museums are 
democratising, inclusive and polyphonic spaces for 
critical dialogue about the pasts and the futures.” 
There are many tourist trails that lead people from 
one statue to the next, giving explanation and historic 
context. Let’s reinterpret these statues, with plaques, 
so we can learn about our past – the good the bad 
and in some cases the decidedly ugly, in truth and 
honesty.  
The figures of the past, from our changing vantage 
point, can afford us a clearer view, and this gives rise 
to reinterpretation of historic individual’s lives, and 
this can also shape our future.  

 
Creative idea by ‘Banksy’ for Colston Statue with added figures. 

Plymouth hosts BBC Question Time  
On the 19th June 2020, Presenter Fiona Bruce 
skilfully chaired a lively studio discussion with a 
small Zoom audience from Plymouth. On the 
panel: Tory, James Cleverly MP, Labour Lisa Nandy 
MP, Lib Dem Munira Wilson MP, Steve Parish 
(Chair Crystal Palace FC) and Jed Mercurio   
(Television writer, producer/director). 

 
Plymouth from the Civic Centre – as was. 
 

Both the Lib-Dem and Labour MP did a great job 
with factual based arguments. Lisa Nandy MP 
slams Tories for 'debating whether children should 
starve' after major U-turn on free school meal 
vouchers will be given to children over the 
summer holidays. 
The move came after a highly publicised campaign 
by Manchester United footballer Marcus Rashford, 
who penned an open letter describing his own 
upbringing in poverty.  
On the day that the government decided to U-turn 
the prime minister was at the despatch box 
denying the existence of 600,000 children who 
have been pushed into poverty. (Fact checked – 
The PM’s  denial was not true) This is due to 
Government that has systematically stripped 
support away from children.  
 
Lib Dem MP Munira Wilson robustly and clearly 
questions the government’s handling of the 
pandemic. 
“We stopped routinely testing and tracing every 
incident of coronavirus … I said why are you  
stopping the testing?” She also stated, “let Local 
Authorities deal with ‘Test and Trace’ as they have 
the expertise.” She cited the Director of Public 
Health for Wiltshire in the TV Drama on the 
Novichok nerve agent Poisonings, as to what can 
be done. QT was a good programme with a well-
informed Zoom Panel from Plymouth. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.creativebloq.com/news/banksy-bristol-statue&psig=AOvVaw3QKKwSRWDIyWNutX3T5nex&ust=1593128861315000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICZus_Rm-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/nov/16/plymouth-city-centre-designated-conservation-area&psig=AOvVaw0rD1ekXWgqrLYa8VgBfnI8&ust=1593042877376000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCdvrqRmeoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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A Pedestrian Bridge too far 
There has been a major U-turn over plans to close 
Barnstaple Longbridge to traffic linked to Covid19, in 
the face of a wave of objections from the public.  
 
Devon County Council, with the support of North 
Devon Council and North Devon Tory MP Selaine 
Saxby, had intended to temporarily close the bridge 
to all motor vehicles except buses and emergency 
vehicles.  

 
Barnstable Medieval Bridge  

There has been a flood of complaints by local citizen 
and the business community, which is just starting to 
get up and running. In a joint statement from the 
county and district council issued this afternoon 
(Thursday, June 18), they said: “We’ve listened to 
public feedback and following discussions with North 
Devon MP Selaine Saxby we have decided not to 
proceed” 
It is encouraging that people power strikes again. 

 
Boris hasn’t a clue. 
It seems like another back of the envelop job, when 
he comes up with the idea of doing a new paint job 
on the all grey modified Airbus A330 - Voyager. The 
proposed colour scheme is based on the Union Flag, 
although how long the Union will last is another 
question.  
When No 32 Squadron was established the principal 
purpose of the Squadron was to provide 
communications and logistical support to military 
operations. The Squadron’s capacity should be based 
on military needs only, and any royal or other non-
military use of... spare capacity is secondary to its 
military purpose. 
The VIP element is for Royal use and for the PM and 
senior members of the government to travel around 
the world on Foreign affairs and diplomatic business.   
In 2004  the squadron’s  aircraft  lost  their  distinctive 
livery  inherited  from  ‘The Queen’s Flight’,  featuring  
red flying surfaces. This was due to the concern over 
the aircraft’s vulnerability to terrorist attack. 

 
When Johnson was the Foreign secretary, he 
remarked; “why does it have to be grey”. Pilots say 
the colour makes the plane hard to spot, and 
white planes are clearly visible because they 
reflect sunlight. Clearly, it is first and foremost a 
military plane with extensive military 
requirements – not an exclusive VIP Aircraft as 
was the former Queen’s flight Aircraft. 
 
This appears to be another vanity project which is 
costing the Tax Payer nearly one million pounds. 
In a recent comment, according to The Guardian, a 
former RAF transport pilot says ‘no one wants to 
go to war in a brightly coloured lollipop’ 

 
Film Night 
 

 
Sorry we missed you 
This is a film about life as it is, in 2019 in the North 
East of England as a delivery driver.  Ken Loach at 
his best in dramatising the zero-hours economy. 
The main caricature is Ricky Turner, played by Kris 
Hitchen with uncanny realism, from losing his job 
to finding work as a ‘self-employed’ franchise-
owner, delivery driver, in which what he was 
promised at interview does not manifest in reality. 
It’s based on the unrealistic demands of the peace 
rate system – the more deliveries / bigger the 
round the more pay you earn. The film clearly 
illustrates the nasty elements of life in the gig 
economy, especially when the Transport Manager 
is incredibly unsympathetic.  Ricky’s wife, Abby, 
played by a very talented Debbie Honeywood, 
needed the car for her own work, but it  was sold 
to buy the van for the franchise. She’s already 
overstretched – an agency care-worker, in an  
uncaring world, shuttling endlessly between too-
short appointments with the elderly and infirm,  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/localnews/2656281-barnstaple/0&psig=AOvVaw1FWh3fJ7gcyJxPZ5co7zAR&ust=1592867797712000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPiIiJeFlOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/cam-force-one-inside-david-8377670&psig=AOvVaw2ZBoGoW8VcfpafwBQd-yW1&ust=1592779197563000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDA9bW7keoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.unh.edu/unhtales/november-2014-mub-movie-reviews/&psig=AOvVaw33yiPB4u-MfdtlOu8iTqDR&ust=1587564601301000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDtqqPZ-egCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAM
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and experiencing the inadequacies of public 
transport. Her struggle was to live up to her own 
decent standards of care. 
Time and again, scenes of back-breaking struggle end 
with the screen fading to black, a life of no future, a 
life of no hope, a life of no dreams. Hold your heads 
in shame Tories. 

 
 
Poets Corner 
The Industrial Revolution was accompanied by 
extensive and appalling poverty and housing, such as 
is described in this Lancashire ballad which was 
frequently heard in the years leading up to Peterloo 
Massacre. The potential seeds of sedition were sown. 
(linked to the article on the Peterloo Massacre) 
 
Aw’m a poor cotton wayver as many a one knows, 
Aw’ve now’t t’eat in the house, an’ aw’ve wore out 
me clo’es, 
Me clogs are both broken an stockins aw’ve none, 
Yo’d harly gie tuppence for all aw’ve got on. 
Yo’d think it were hard to be sent in the world 
To clem* an’ do best at yo can. (*clem = starve) 
 
Our parish church parson kept tellin us long 
We’d see better times if we’f but howd our tongue, 
Aw’ve howden me tongue till aw’ve near lost me 
breath, 
An’aw think in me heart he means to starve us to 
death, 
Aw knows he lives weel wi backbitin the devil, 
But he never picked o’er in his life. 
 
We held  on six weeks thinking each day were t’last 
We tarried an’ shifted till now we’re quite fast. 
We lived on nettles while nettles was good, 
An’ Wayterloo porritch were t’best of us food. 
Av’m tellin ye true, aw can find folk enoo 
That are livin no better nor me. 

 

 
 Nose to the loom  

 

Major loss for staff and Torquay 
Announced on Monday the 16th June, Living Coasts 
Zoo in Torquey which was closed for the 
coronavirus lockdown will not reopen, due mainly 
through loss of income and high running costs. 
It has found new homes for all its animals through 
a "world-wide network of zoos and aquariums". 
Owners Wild Planet Trust said the animals would 
not be moved immediately as it's a complex 
process. 
 

 
Penguins and the rest of the animals soon to find New 
Homes 
The council’s Cabinet member for economic 
regeneration and tourism, Swithin Long, said all 
options would be considered for its future. 
He stated, “it was too early to talk about specific 
Regeneration plans for the site near Torquay 
harbour, but the closure would focus attention on 
the importance of the council’s bids for 
Government regeneration funds”. 
 
Paignton Zoo has confirmed that it will officially 
re-open in July. The wildlife attraction made the 
announcement easing fears about the future of 
the zoo, which was at risk of permanent closure. 

 
Stay alert  
Latest Government Guidance - Updated 1st July  
2020.  
 
We can all help control the virus if we all stay alert. 
This means you must:  
•stay at home as much as possible 
•work from home if you can 
•limit contact with other people 
•keep your distance if you go out (2 metres apart 
where possible) 
•wash your hands regularly 
 
Do not leave home if you or anyone in your 
household has symptoms.  
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/lancashire/content/image_galleries/blackburn_history_book_gallery.shtml?17&psig=AOvVaw1HQ2M2vUf43MW-A_2Zp2MM&ust=1593296498093000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjy46DCoOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/356417757990401478/&psig=AOvVaw3tQ8QlFrLt237O7TmyV7v1&ust=1592696821085000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCD15aIj-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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What you can and cannot do from 4 July – Ref. 
Government Website – Not quite ‘Independence 
Day’. 

 
Ilfracombe Sea front – Keeping beady eyes out 

 

Many Happy Returns 
Devon and Cornwall's tourism industry is celebrating 
getting the green light to reopen as lockdown rules 
are eased from the 4th July with a rallying cry to 
locals and guests alike. As the region prepares to 
welcome back visitors From July 4, hotels, 
restaurants, campsites, pubs, cinemas can open 
providing they are “Covid-secure”. “This is the best 
news tourism has had all year,” Rick Turner, chairman 
of the South West Tourism Alliance, said. “I’m ecstatic 
that we’re reopening, but we desperately need the 
support of our tourism regulars as well as locals.” 
However, all is not well for some large hoteliers, 
which rely heavily on conferences, weddings and 
events.  This will clearly hit Torbay as some hotels will 
face redundancies, but the raising of lockdown as the 
main holiday season starts will save thousands of 
jobs. It is also time for the hospitality industry to 
value their key assets – the waiters, the bar staff, the 
chamber maids the door persons, maintenance, 
gardeners and cooks. Clearly leaving the EU will have 
an impact on this sector of the economy. 
 
On a very positive note, self- catering accommodation 
looks to be having a record year. Seeing the sight of 
Devon’s Tourist Information websites does highlight 
what a great place Devon is to live, work and play, but 
support is needed for many off the radar. 
Unemployment will reach numbers not seen since the 
early 1980’s. The Government has stepped in with the 
Furlough scheme; an unknown amount are in a 
delayed redundancy scheme. It is unlikely that the PM 
will be  
able to cope with the grim politics of large scale 
unemployment and he certainly can’t cope with being 
unpopular.  
Clowns with no audiences are at the end of their 
careers. 

Looks Familiar 
The Labour Government launched the 'Building 
Schools for the Future' programme in 2003 with 
the aim of refurbishing or rebuilding all secondary 
schools. The programme was one of the first 
projects to be axed by the Tories in 2010. Now the 
Tories are bring it back - funding of £1bn for 50 
major school building projects in England is being 
promised. Are these Local Authority Schools or 
Commercial Academies. We shall investigate. 

 

Keep Left 
This is the fourth edition of this new on-line 
publication to enlighten, entertain, cajole, and 
create discussion and debate, which it is now 
doing. But it’s as much about what you want to 
read as we want to write. Send your thoughts, 
ideas, letters and ‘any questions’. We want to 
engage with the political centre left in Devon and 
beyond.  
 
Please feel free to email the Editor, Alan Lascelles 
at: - alandelascelles@gmail. 
 
If you no longer wish to receive ‘Keep Left’ – just 
let me know and you will not be sent it again. 
 
Next Month 

 Festival of Britain: When there was hope*  

 Lloyd George. Age of reform 

 William Wilberforce – Abolitionist  

 Does England end at the Tamar Bridge 

 Reform of  honours system 
*Rescheduled from July Edition 

 

 
Ollie gets more fish by persevering 
 

 
Ilfracombe Harbour on a nice day 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1492740&psig=AOvVaw1ds9t3bMd2Ef1lgio7Qv3h&ust=1591615608573000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDCjsnM7-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://stock.adobe.com/search?k%3Dotter&psig=AOvVaw3jbAwHo4SROocK6qlgJ7vW&ust=1586130152539000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODWzcb5z-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.stayz.com.au/d/17711/devon&psig=AOvVaw16ny4ieJFRmD64urEv5-zx&ust=1593350597890000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPjlqOyLouoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/on-the-life-and-deaths-of-democracy&psig=AOvVaw0D8Pxpxxeudk2nuZbKqQD0&ust=1593262797864000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC2yOvEn-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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